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Oyster-Life
Sudipta Biswas

Now, in this beautiful world
We’'ll live an oystetlife.

I'll hover throughout the night
Keeping my palm on your palm
Giving up all calculations

With leaf and with stars

We’'ll live an oystetlife.

Pearl like white foam will condense.

Bright day will come out from the mist
Suddenly getting a single penny or two
Poor children will present us a bright smile.
Now, we’ll live a bright oystetife.

In the clear sky of the mountain

Very bright stars will come out.

Not with flowers,

But by collecting leaves from the ground
We'll pray to the jungle goddess.

We'll live a sacred oystdife.

A red rose is blooming in the garden
Other trees, clapping their leaves,
Congratulating herNow, please come,
We'll live a rosy oystetife.

If anybody recognizes us,

I'll present him a flower from my poetry books.

Oh! Look at the sun-yolk in the eastern sky
With the sacred Gayatri-mantra
Now, let us live a holy oystdife.

This winter not with any poppy leaf or rose
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I'll hibernate with you, only with you, butterfly
Now, let us live a drowsy oystdife.

Two lives will unite into one
In the tranquil moonlit night
We'll fly in the sky, where

the moon and cloud will fight.

mhugw@
Let a bird build her nest OREEE T@I

Let a bee build a hive

Let us dissolve all disputes
Let us live an oystelife...

Starry Sky
Mrs. Manika DattgM.A.)

Starry sky above, so high;

Looks captivatingly winsome;

We espy ‘on them from the globe

And wax mirthful.

Come! Come! Oh the stars!

Come down nigh the Earth,

We want to abut you with our hands
And we discern thy mien from our birth.
You manifest yourselves in the heavens!
During the nighttime, in radiance, abound!
We are enthralled gleaning thy beauty;
Up, up, way so high!

Our elation knows no manacles to bind,
When we glimpse the stars.

Wondrous and frolicking, my heart races -
As stars fill up a bromidic verse.
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Nightmares
Arunima Chowdhury

The Morning is good...

How scary was the night might be...

Still I long for the dark...

Still I moan for the scary.

| relish the depth of the fever

| enjoy the thundering death...

| wish, | could die for manytimes a night,

| wish could be insane...

Midas
Niloy

| have seen king Midas the other day
A black skeleton with chronic asthma.
Waddling were his feet and arms
And they shivered and fumbled,

As his eyes crumbled for those
Waters at ghat.

Silent leaves were there,

Being afraid witness ... as the
punished man, touched...

| struck in awe...you can see,

Yesteryears
Anindita Bose

The smoke flies in circles
with unheard voices while
the heart beats to travel in
lost tales

A staircase of dreams
meandering in spiral
thoughts around the butt
ends of cigarettes

In midst of such wisdom
a tiny voice flutters from
within

Will a day come with golden
rays of sun entering the life
to never leave again

The shadows of yesteryears
vanish in a flash and
remains behind an essence

of another you

the pieces of water made into sprinkle of gold...in the wrath

Of midsummer sun.

84



SheAnd Her Home
Sharmistha Ghosh

She was struggling hard to step forward gasping her walking stickhadow of pain
passed evidently over her fair face with every tifdle middle aged ayah ( the helping
hand of the patients ) stood beside her giving supportive gestures. She could hear the
noise made by her children coming from the drawing romey were fighting with the

TV remote to shdle their favourite channelsTheir paternal grandpa was reading
something sitting on the sofa and expressing occasional disgust over their nimaer .
children were of six and four respectivedy boy and a girl . For many a months they

did not hug their motheiThey even do not bother to tell her about their neeldsey

do not come to her room to play or read sitting beside fAérey are avoiding their
mother as if she does not matter in their lives anymore . She sighed looking towards
the drawing roomA bright light was illuminating it. Her room looked dim with a low
powered CFL Her mother in law was giving instructions to the coblkese days she

is in chage of the household and never feels like asking what to cook even for the
babies . She does not know anything about the home tasks of her children . She is not
aware of their new toys or dresses. She does not know whether they attend their classes
regularly or not The last PR she attended is over six months agdey do not care

to talk to her about anythingAs if she is nobody As if she has died the very day she

had her cerebral attack . She lost her memory for some days . Now she can remember
things . She was having shower that day . She was in a hurry . She was to fetch her
daughter from the bus stop where she would be dropped by her school bus at about 1
pm . She had to reach there at least ten minutes eafler girl would get down from

the bus smiling at hehugging her and climbing up her lap and telling all about she
had experienced in her school all along the lane to home . two siblings are at the same
school. The elder would come back at #hey read at a renowned English medium
school of the cityTheir dad works in the I'Bector . She does not work outside by her
own choice .Their dad too feels relaxed to think about the wellbeing of his children

. The mother is there to take care of thehey were classmateghey know each other

from their teens. She has no regrets. She is a good mom to her children and knows tit
bits of her children and household . Her mother called her over mobile few minutes ago.
She could not talk to her for long as she was busy doing household cores . Her mother
was anxious about her health . She promised to call her back after bringing her daughter
from school. She stretched her right hand to have the leather soap . She could not open
her eyes properly as the water was tickling down her eye lids . Suddenly she felt like
black out and fell down on the floor . Her neighbors were alarmed by the maid at 3.
The mobile was ringing continually from 1:30he school bus has returned the girl to

her schoolThe Principal called her father . He called his wife back home in vain . He
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called his neighbors too. So there were a number of people in front of her flat calling
her by name . They were getting anxious gradually and decided to break open the door
. They all love Bandita. She is such a gracious lady and so jubilant and modest natured
at the same time. She is very caring and helpful to everybody around her . The ladies
enjoy chats or movies or pujas or games or parties in their community hall for this
occasion or that . Everywhere Bandita plays the pivotal role . She is a good manager
planner and action taker . She has a solution for everything in her sleeves . She can
manage everything with a smiling face and fun and laughter . She has no complaint
against anybody eveAt last her neighbors discovered her at the wash room lying amid
blood and water flowing simultaneously . She was unconscious . They informed her
husband. They rushed her to a hospital nearby but they declined to admit such a critical
case They showed an excuse of improper infrastructukelast they got her admitted

to a private hospital on the bypass seeking intervention of one of her neighbors who was
a doctor himselfThey gave no assurance of her lit& bond was given They waited

cross fingered . She was rushed to the Tfley operated on her on the egmmcy

basis to drain out the clotted blood from her brain. She was in fitea.seven days

a medical board was set up which operated on her for the second time with assistance
of the renowned neurosurgeon of the city . She remained in the CCU for one month
. Her husband decided to sell the flat if needed to meet up the expenses. He drew every
paise possible from every possible sourc®sd a miracle happened at last. She opened
her eyes partially again. But it was a blank vision . She could not recognise anybody
Her left side was paralyzed . Physiotherapy was started . Her parents rushed to her
place.The children stuck to their paternal grand paretsnew fighting was on. She

got back home after three months . From then on she was confined in the guest room
of her house A ayah was appointed for her . Her husband sleeps in their bed room
with the two children .

It is now six months from that day . She is recovering slowly . The doctors thanked
god and her will powerAs she fears to fall again she dawalk on her own Another
attack means another beginning from nothing . She is becoming. sbiaéys feeling
unwanted . She hankers after her childseiender touch on her cheek . She feels like
crying every time she understands that everything has changed . She is losing confidence
as well . She is feeling lost without love, care, empathy . There is only compassion .
There is only indifierence .All day long she spends inside four walls. Her husband
comes at the door step and gives instructions to the ayah to give her food and medicine
timely . He never sits beside her or tells anything to encourAfghe time at home
he spends by watching TV or talking with his parents and children . She regrets her
luck, she does not want to live anymore. She is only a habit, a burden to them . Her
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parents call her twice a day . They cry . They only care. They are living for her . They
cant come and stay with her for long . They even can’t take her away with them from
her house . Her house is no more her house . She is an alien there . She dreams about
her childhood days, running at the sea shore with her fati@ther calling from the

back, trekking up the Hilly region of North during the vacations . She stares at the
photograph hanging on the wall of her solitary cEliere is a girl sitting between her
parents , smiling heartilyA small family is a happy family . She murmurs , ‘Come on
mom, hug me like this , keep me at your breast, hold me tight, am falling?’
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Job Hunting
Biswajit Ganguly

|. A Brief Introduction

Bengali people have many ways to show their high social statuses. Here | shall give
you one example in this regard. Suppose an old man's son has completed his
Engineering degree in Computer Science and then looking for a job in Bangélere.
proud father will thus say'My son is in Bangalore'The listeners will interpret the
inner meaning as the son is earning money in crores of rupees per annum and he might
be temporarily living at some Bangalore Palagetl very soon his company will send
him to an esteemed client's place (Sagogle orApple's headquarter in USA).

Now, | am a B.Ech. graduate of 2014 and came to Bangalore for job hunting. My
father had circulated the news of my living in Bangaldxed after receiving the
positive reactions from relatives, locality people and Hise@tolleagues, his chest size
increased by 5 inches in sheer pridfégll, | am just kidding.

But those of you, who may be still thinking that Bangalore is the city of dreams, this
story is for them. If you know about me, your perception about Bangalore is going to
change!

Il. First Few Days in Bangalore

My first day in Bangalore was spent in finding a male paying guest. | fAund
PG near the main road of RupekgraharaAll the rooms were on foypeople sharing
basis.There | liked a room on the first flaofrhe room number was 13. Room owner
took ? 5000/- as advanced rent and ? 2000/- as caution money before handing over the
key. The first thing | did after coming to my room was not placing the luggage properly
or untied stus. My first activity was sleeping. | was tired of the train joutney

| woke up before the dinnehctually, it was one of my roommates who forced me
to wake up. Otherwise, he thought that | would wake up at 3 am and cry for food. |
asked his name. His name was Lalkrismand. | chose to call him by his surname
as his first name was a bit fidult to pronounce. Other two roommates were Pankaj
and Sandeep.

Pankaj informed me thanand was the senior most guy in our group. He said,
"Anand has maximum experience among us. Five years!"

| reacted, "V@w! For five years he has been working in Bangalore? In which
company?"
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Pankaj corrected me saying, "Count five years not as job experience but as job
searching experience. He is still jobless. | have only one year experience in searching
for jobs."

I was surprised. | asked, "Why you guys are struggling to get a job? Bangalore has
lots of companies!"

Hearing my remark about unemployment, Sandeep had a smile on his face. He said,
"Stay with us for few months and you will kndw

[11. Experience on Job Hunting

First thing | did for job hunt was to visit some reputed job consultants in Bangalore.
When | got a call from a job consultant, | was feeling like | was just few steps away
from my first job. The girl was repetitively calling me on every hour on the date of
interview | was sleeping and she was calling. | was bathing and my phone rang. | was
arguing with the Kannada bus conductor as he did not have the change of two rupees
and the girl called me to ask if | was really going for the interview or not. | assured her
by saying | was already on my wayfelt very happy thinking that | might be thé¢éas
Candidate for the job. The company might be interested to recruit only me. So, the
recruiting girl is calling me again and again. Finallyhen | reached the interview spot,

a different situation was awaiting for me. | saw that five hundred people had come for
the interview! They called such interview as "recruitment drive". | went to face interview
at 10 a.m. and then my waiting started. It seemed to me at one time that | have been
waiting for last one million year#inyway, at around foyrsomeone called by my name

and | was brought to a room for giving a multiple-choice technical examination. |
completed the exam in forty-five minutes and after that | was asked to leave. The HR
people said, they would call me in next two days if | would be shortlisted for the next
round.

For the first time | was feeling very excited. | was thinking when they would call me
in next forty-eight hours and say "Marnab, how soon can you joir®nd we have
decided to give you an initial package of 12 lakhs per annum. Is that okay with you?"

Unfortunately my day dreaming resulted into nothinthe HR managers from my
first interview did not call me not only in next 48 hours, but also never after that. Later
| got to know that no IT company cared much about fresh engineering job seekers. For
one developer job, more than one thousand CVs were sent and five hundred candidates
would come for the interviewf | knew this before, | would have never come to
Bangalore.
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V. Life at a Male Paying Guest House

In Bangalore hostels and PGs, mainly unemplojechies live.They try to spend
more time on their laptop than meeting up with their girlfriends. Because, they knew if
jobs won't be there, pocket money won't coswed if pocket money won't come, then
their girlfriends would become girlfriends of other boys! Hence, they spent most of their
times reading about coding theories and doing Java or .Net programming on laptops.

Only few boys in every hostel were job doers. Other boys used to talk about their
good luck and they envied them. Those job doers got the attention like a national youth
icon. Whatever they will do, the other boys in the PG would start copying that. If a job
doer bought a new Java book, others would secretly get the details of that book and then
they would order the same book online. If a job doer kept a bald head, had two
girlfriends, ate chicken on weekends, watched one romantic film in a month, the other
boys would start immediately imitating those activities. They would think that copying a
job doer 's lifestyle would made them feel him. They would also get a job like him. In
Bangalore, boys worshipped lord Ganesha for ten days during Ganesha festival. For the
rest of the yearthey worshipped their Bife going seniors.

Unemloyed hostel boys did not wake up befoteain (except on interview dates).
The boys will go for a walk in groups. They would spend most of their time at tea shops
where they would drink tea four times a dafter drinking tea, they would openlygare
about who paid it last time and it was whose turn to pay then.

In my hostel, five guys had internet connections and rest of the boys accessed their
connections througi-Fi. That saved the cost of individualBhat also brought down
the net speed to almost zero (meaningranTube video of ten minutes will pause for
hundred times).

Hostel boys loved walking to Madiwala (the name of place) during afternoon. The
purpose was not to do bird-watching at Madiwala lake. During afternoon time, girls used
to come in groups near the lakénd boys went to watch thenfAccording to an
unidentified local doctor'Watching girls is good for every boyuch activity adds
Vitamin-G (G stands for Girls) to a boy's eyes and makes his eyesight strong." So, |
suppose, for a healthy cause, the boys hung around near Madiwala lake. Even | joined
the group to keep my eyesight strong!

The biggest enemy of boys was not the PG owvbo used to harshly ask for the
rent on time! Our biggest enemy was a swarm of insects called bed-bugs. Bed-bugs
were very naughtylhey would bite us all night long and put the blame on mosquitoes.
If a new guy came to our hostel, he would be surprised to see the blood stains on the
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walls of every room (like a horror movieNVell, those blood marks are the remains of
many fierce battles between humans and giant bed bugs. Natulhyumans became
victorious in every battle by catching & crushing bed bugs in wAl&l beg bugs
continued to become martyrs after sucking our blood in darltar as | knowno police
officer or Sherlock Holmes came from Madiwala police station to investigate & punish
the "criminals" of this mass insecticide. | am sure that they also battle with beg bugs at
their homes!

Hope the above stories give you fair idea about life at a male PG
V. Meeting with Anjali

Many students and job seekers come to Bangalore to try theirAogdi was such
a girl. She was a B.A. Honours graduate. She came to Bangalore after getting an offer
for a call center jobAfter a week-long working in night shit#§njali got cough and cold.
Also she had high feveAnd all the time in work place, she felt sleepfiose problems
cost her to lose the job.

Anyway, Anjali soon got an ITrecruiter's job to hire engineering graduates as
developersAnd one day she called me with a jolfeaf She did not have any idea about
whether | am the right fit for the job or not. So, | had to make her understand about
my present skills and required skills for the jdlde spoke about fifteen minutes. She
asked me about my qualification, project, location and salary expectation. When | said
| was new in Bangaloréynjali also said that she had also been there for four months.
Anjali had a tendency of frequent sneezing. She was talking to me like, "Are you
interested about this jobfef? Achoo, excuse me," and "What is your expected... a.. a...
achoo, excuse me... CTC?"

I answered all her queries and also suggested her to consult a &aahanked
me for my suggestiorAnyway, our conversation ended but | saved her number

After that | started calling her on every week and asked her about new job openings.
One day|l went to her Consultancy and we had a long ficiaf chat. Both of us shared
our own experiences in Bangalore and we also saw that we have so many things in
common (likeAnjali, | also sometimes sneeze a lot when | have cough and béd).
loved the lazy lifestyle like a cartoon cat called Garfield, we loved eating Phuchka or
Panipuri (actually she loves it a bit more than mMad we both hated Bangalore's fraf
jams and irritating bus conductofnd she also hated bed-bugs like hell (she lived in a
Girls PG).

Anyway, asAnjali was planning to take her lunch break, she and | went to the nearest
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ice-cream parloufThere we relished ice-cream scoops with the thought that ice-cream
may fully cure our sneezing tendency!

While it comes to eating out with a woman, we men show our manly attitude by
paying the bills. But | was d#érent. | believed in women empowerment. So, | kept my
male ego away and allowdhjali to pay the bill. Bad people would sdyshied away
because | was jobless and out of moréyrse them!

V1. Beginning of a New Story

My father was really upset about me. He wanted to tell everybody that | got a chance
in a big MNC. Instead he heard that | somehow managed to get a Java developer's job
in a startup companyy father specially became angry when he heard the company
name, TelebhajaTechnologies Ltd.!Telebhaja specialises in making all crispy food
related websitesAndroid & iOS apps for its clients in USA, UK and India. Unlike my
father | became very happ#njali's professional contacts helped me to get that job. So,
| anaged to bag my first job in BangaloAdso, | got my good friendship witAnjali
going strong in Bangalorénjali was a very sweet girl. She understood me very well
and unlike other girls, she was not very demandidg.were still eating ice-creams and
Anjali was used to pay the bills, as | was yet to receive my first s@lajali's cough
and cold problem was vanishing quicklyno longer had to hear "achoo" from hieer
cough & cold virus (or viruses) was replaced by another long-term sustainingAvirus.
virus called love!
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MaintainingA PositiveWater BalanceAn Introduction
Sourin Bhattacharya

These phrases are now being heard in the media regularly: “global warming”, “melt-
ing of polar ice”, “unavailability of drinking water”, “drought occurred at géascale”
etc. Worldwide, various aganizations and Governments are addressing the intense situ-
ations. Droughts essentially weaken the production of various commodities, from veg-
etables to inks to soft drinks to papers and mdhe farmers often stdr the worst
alongside the economy and common peogésy recent events include:

1. Drought in the central Unitedd®es expanded its range; as a heat-wave dried the
last bit of moisture left in the soils and threatening the corn and soybean plants. lowa
of Minnesota, one of the Igest grain production regions, is now experiencing a very
hot summera record in the past 60 yeafis drought is expanding towards Kansas
& Texas.

2. Namibian drought has hit the counsrjlivestock export badly and this year on
two-thirds of the normal livestock expoifhe agricultural production is expected to
decline to by at least 6% as a result of this drought, which is the most intense one in
the last 30 yeard he authorities roughly predict that it will take around 5 years for the
fanners to recoup their losses and this drought may worsen over the course of the next
5 years or so.

3. The increasing harsh climate combined with drought has worsened the scene in
Iran. People in the northern provinces of the country are experiencing a hard time in
coping up with this as the tea industtlye industry which dérs them the most reliable
income and job securitys badly sufering from it. Reports from the Iranigssociation
of Tea Farmers clearly state that the “third harvest” has stopped due to poverty and
drought and the competitive international market is posing as a big obstacle.

Positive water balance means the inflow of water to a system exceeds the outflow
from it over a given period of timé positive water balance is required in case of water
shortages and the water can be used for irrigation & other spheres of human. activity
In order to attain a positive water balance, first it is necessary to replenish the water
taken from a source and then to store the surplus water cardinal to maintain a
positive water balance, both in homes amghaizations, to mark a change which would
be amplified in the near future as the wasléfeshwater resource is quickly depleting,
global warming doing its part and polar ice melting to engulf the sardmcour
eyesores.

Therefore, a positive water balance should start from the grassroot level to expand
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into a broader perspective and millions of litres of freshwater can be saved and utilized
worldwide over a due course of time. Rainwater harvesting, community water sheds
alongside collection of surplus water from agricultural fields are the principal entities
in having a positive water balance in a society/regidso, minimizing the wastage of
water in daily life is equally important in the context.

Rainwater harvesting can be broadly categorized into surface matef harvesting
and roof water harvesting. In the roof water harvesting system, the “catchment” or the
roof that is intended to receive the rainwater is selected and associated with the systems,
the other components of the system include a set of drainage pipes, a flushing device,
filter, rechage unit and storage unit. Filtration is mainly done by sand-gravel filters,
charcoal filters and sponge filters, the latter of which is very suitable for residential
units. Percolation tanks are the modeetive rechage units and are suitable for agar
scale water harvesting system. In the surface fumafer harvesting system, similar
procedures are followed but the filtration is more important as surface water is generally
more contaminated than roof top wat€his system is applicable to agricultural land
surplus water fresh water flooded forests and other places. Implementation of this
system is very important as it would lower the risk of creating impervious surfaces,
erosion and siltation. Increased runaeforsens groundwater reclgar thus making
droughts worse. Hortonian overland flow and Hewlettian rucaf also be minimized
to a great extent and the collected water would be put into a number of industries,
improving the diciency of the production and promoting a steady water balance. Soil
contaminants would not be able to get into various water bodies, thus minimizing the
threat posed to aquaticganisms.

Thus, the initiation of the positive water balance is extremely importémtous
NGOs and Governments are promoting rainwater harvesting and positive water balance.
It would prevent floods, droughts, save aquatiganisms, help groundwater rechar
and production of crops. It is the time for the common people to try this and “make the
world a better and healthier place” in the future for the progeny of all of us.
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Culture of Shame - Culture of A Biased Society

Jayasree Roy

It is simply torture in the name of culture!

Torture is done every single second, every single minute, and every single hour to
approximately half of the population of this mighty land called India.

We are all proud to be citizens of thegest democracy of the world-a democracy
which through its constitutional provisions guarantees all its citizens-justice, social,
economical and political, equality of status and of opportuiigre, we will try to
figure out what these words signify to “second sex'.

Just before going into details, we will scroll through some headlines which will
manifest what “justice” and “equality” means in Indian context-

1. A woman has approached the RCF police in Chembur with a complaint that she
was raped by one Hemant Patil (28) after he promised her of getting married

2. A woman residing on Dabhoi Road filed areoice with theNadi police station
after she was allegedly sexually harassed by and stabbed with a scissor

3. Three persons were acquitted for raping a photo journalist, 23in Mun8izakti
Mill area, who earlier raped a 19 year old in the same place.

4. Amnesty international takes serious note of the polifieesffor delaying inves-
tigation in the rape of a 22 year old girl on July. 1

5. The Supreme Court ohhursday granted bail tdehelka foundeiTarun Tejpal
for sexually assaulting his colleague in a hotel of Goa.

6. In the recent riots in Uttar Pradesh, several Muslim women were rapedist
is endless. But relaxing at our reclinere can never imagine why her soul and
body is subjected to such brutal torture?

Since independence, India had progressed in several spheres. But still the “survival
of the strongest” law counts and from the point of psychological stigma she is labelled
as “weaker sex”. From birth, women are subjected to humiliation. His birth is celebrated
with joy and she is filled with pain and grief. He gets best education, food and clothes
and for herthe least care is expectédl is done in the name of noble culture of India!

Reflected on population basis, 35 million women are “missing” from India. In soci-
eties, where men and women are treated equatiynen tend to outnumber men. So,
in India the ratio should ideally be 1020-1030 female per thousand of\Widnthe
exception of Kerala and puduchery the ratio is less than 1. In Punjab, Rajasthan&
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Haryana, this gender gap is 12% at childhood (0-2 yrs) which increases to 25% at
childhood (2-6 yrs)Alarming enough to point out that this sex ratio is higher in rural
areas (949) than in urban areas (929). So, apart from socio economic cause it is all about
mindset, mindset of a heavily male dominated socidtg artificial gender discrimination

from the birth teaches a girl child that she is “paraya dhan” and her brother is “apna
dhan”.

Long before bodily aggression is inflicted on hleer soul is tormented and she is
taught to accept inferior position in society her subconscious mind certain thinking
patterns are ascribed to cop up with a certain value system. She plays with dolls and
utensils and are given bangles, anklets etc, thus communicating a system of.fragility

The overall impact of this obstacle to women is the ultimate inertia that halts the
socioeconomic progress of the couniyhen half the population remains in dark, can
there be light?

This gender bias also attributes to poor health status of women.

In the patriarchal societyson is considered to be the representative, successor and
supporter of the fatheFather considers that he will live through his sSdmat's why son
has the right to perform last rites of his parents. On the other hand a daughter is
considered as a migratory bird that will set up her nest somewhere after marriage. She
will have her gotra and surname changgd.per 66 th round of N.S.S data out of
162.83 million households in rural areas, 19.16 millioh.§%) are women headed
whereas in urban areas out of 68.27 million households, 7.93 milllo8%]) are female
headed.

After marriage, often not only her surname is changed, but also her first name, as if
her previous identity is completely erased &ery few of them are fortunate enough
to start an independent household. Often the newly wed wife has to perform her role
in front of hundred criticizing eyes. She is earlier considered a burden to her paternal
home and now she is a socio economic gift to her husband. Her worth is judged not in
terms of her right and dignityout in terms of her utility to the household. Her social
prestige is determiner in terms of her husbargticioeconomic worth in the society

A rural woman explains this very well

“Men in our families are like the sun, they have a light of their own (they have
resources, are mobile, have the freedom to take decisMosnen on the other hand
are like satellites, without any light of their own. They shine, if and only if, when the
sun’s light touches thenthis is why have to constantly compete with each other for
a bigger share of sunlight, because without the life there is no life.”
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In India the definition of a married woman is simple-she will not own or inherit
property except for a few regions, will not have her own home and almost certainly is
man dependant. Most of the laws of the land confines men and women to their strict
gender rolesThey are mostly framed in colonial era when a womamastity is her
mans property For example the law of adultery punishes a man to commit a crime
against a man in respect of his wit®oman is subject to aggression not only by her
own husband, but also by her fathlerothers, uncles at their homes. Domestic violence
can be defined as when one adult misuses power of relation to control another through
violence and other forms of abuse.

Overall, one third of women aged 15-49 have experienced physical violence and 1 in
10 have experienced sexual aggression. In total, 35% have experienced physical or
sexual violence. The picture is relatively better in north east and south, where female
literacy rate, economic independence and awareness is relatively high. The picture is
more dismal in respect of Muslim society due to social customs.’

In India the dowry system is a burning issue, bedamily providing valuables is to
the groom and his familyf they are not satisfied the bride is ill treated, socially harassed
or even murdered.

The Dowry ProhibitiorAct,Sec 498A of Indian Penal Code,Sec 188of Criminal
Procedure code are the legal teeth against domestic violence, but in India it is still the
key challenge.

According to the crime clock 2005 of National Crime Records Bureau, one crime
against women is reported in every 3 minutes, one molestation every 15 minutes, one
rape every 29 minutes, one dowry death every 77 minutes, and one sexual harassment
in every 53 minutes. It is to be kept in mind that this is the tip of the iceberg as the rate
of reporting is quite microscopic due to social stigma. Indian judiciary responded accord-
ingly, way back in 1979,in the custodial rape case the court observed that lack of consent
will be presumed in such cases leading to d€cAto Indian Evidencéct and leading
to the acquittal of constable¥ictims were convicted by fast track courts on speedy
basis upholding right to speedy trial enshrinedih21 of Indian Constitution and on
“justice delayed is justice denied principle”.

The gang rape of 23 year old student Jyoti Singh Pandey in the night of December
31, 2012 in a moving Delhi bus, shook every Indian woman who bears the fact that
sexual harassment is a part of their daily life. In the backdrop of Nirbhaya rape
case,¥rma committee, constituted to frame stringent laws against rape, pointed out that
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women required dignityand respect and equal space in every sphere of life that our
constitution envisaged than laws and bills to bring about equaldgnen must have the
ability” to insist on total equality in relationships, both with society and the state.s' Let’
not forget that 98% of rapists are from victsfamily. In an unequal country it is hard

to imagine what liberty for women means. Just omit the causes for which men fights
against women, so that the gain of @npbwer is always weighed against the loss of
the othels powersWomen are trdicked everyday by luring them of job and marriage.
They are sold like cattle in the open market. In the clout of social customs like Devdasi,
womans puberty is auctioned .Laws are there, but still the practice contiioasen

are treated like slave, every moment her dignity is being modkledking women
everyday faces plight at her workspace. From the gender bias in awarding job respon-
sibility to the sexual harassment the problem is complex.

However after the Bishaka guideline came into force the situation has changed a bit-
but | repeat only by a bit.

Feminist Gloria &inmen suggested that we should imagine equdity it is hard
to envisageAnybody who stands firmly on ground can only look to the sun at the sky
.every day every minute she is sinking in quick sand. her where is the sun®here
is the sky? Even a rapist is defended on the plea that the giciiess was provocative;
her look is seductive and so ofill she ever be able to fight back against this culture?

One day she will walk on the road, her head is held high, her mind is without fear
of hunger without fear of molestation, without fear of illiteragnd without any fear
about the future of her future girl childlve all wait for the day.
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